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SUBJECT: NEW RHODESIAN PRESIDENT 

REFERENCE: LUSAKA 2434 

1. PRESUME QUESTION REPORTED PARA 3 REFTEL REFERRED TO SEN. JOHN 
WRATH ALL'S SUCCESSION OF CLIFFORD DUPONT AS RHODESIAN PRESIDENT. 

2. UNDER FIRST POST-UDI CONSTITUTION DUPONT NAMED GOVERNOR BY 
SMITH REGIME. AFTER PROMULGATION OF REPUBLICAN CONSTITUTION IN 
APRIL, 1970, DUPONT ACCEPTED APPOINTMENT FOR FIVE YEAR TERM AS 
RHODESIA'S FIRST PRESIDENT. HE ANNOUNCED SEVERAL MONTHS AGO PLANS 
TO RETIRE AT END OF YEAR. PRESIDENT POSITION LARGELY CEREMONIAL. 

3. WRATHALL HAS HELD DIFFICULT JOB AS FINANCE MINISTER SINCE 

1964. APPOINTMENT AS STATE PRESIDENT, UPON COMPLETION OF DUPONT'S 
TERM, VIEWED AS JUST POLITICAL REWARD AND FITTING END TO 
DISTINGUISHED PUBLIC CAREER. 
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4. AS ABOVE INDICATES, NEITHER DUPONT'S RETIREMENT AT AGE OF 70 
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NOR ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIS REPLACEMENT BY WRATH ATI. CAME AS SURPRISE. 

NOR, DO WE SEE ANY POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE IN CHANGEOVER. OF COURSE, 

WRATH ALL'S DEPARTURE FROM CABINET OPENS UP IMPORTANT MINISTERIAL 

POSITION, FILLING OF WHICH MIGHT GIVE SOME INDICATION OF 

RELATIVE STRENGTH AND STATUS OF OTHER MEMBERS OF RHODESIAN FRONT. 

BOWDLER 
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